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FINAL OAG SCHEDULE 

OAG Accommodationsé. 
With everyone registered with both Navy Gateway Inns and with the LSO School 

Staff, the names of all OAG attendees have been forwarded to the group reserva-

tions coordinator at the Fly Navy.  Expect a ñ99ò email to go out to all attendees 

approximately two weeks prior to the conference.  This email will include the fi-

nal details concerning registration and accommodations. 

 

 As the 2010 Paddles OAG rapidly approaches, the LSO School Staff has begun finalizing the details of the 

conference agenda.  In order to facilitate travelers who may not be available for the entire conference, below is the 

current day-by-day agenda: 
 

Tuesday, 29 June: 
 

 - LSO Safety Seminar and Year-in-Review 

 

 - LSO Detailing and LSO Training and Readiness 

 

 - LSO Reference Manual Seminar 
 

Wednesday, 30 June: 
 

 - VX-23 Update (See P. 4 of newsletter regarding APG-79 squadrons) 

 

 - PMA-251 Presentation 

 

 - UCAV 

 

 - Expeditionary Field Qualification 

 

 - Distinguished Guest         (continued on page 4) 
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   Most of us have seen or will see a VX-23 PALS 

certification during Flight Deck Certification at some point.  

How does this affect me you ask and why do I care?  The big-

gest reason for the PALS cert is to ensure on those dark and 

stormy nights behind the boat that the ACLS, ICLS, and 

IFLOS all line up and work together to get you safely aboard.  

If you are a CAG Paddles you may be tasked with running the 

FDC and making the Air Plans for it.  The biggest guide for 

this process is the 3500.71B instruction which outlines step 

by step each day of a FDC.  I will attempt to give you a broad 

overview and highlight the major points.   

 A week prior to FDC, VX-23 technicians come out to 

your squadron and groom one to two jets that VX-23 will use.  

This is a great learning experience for your squadron ATôs.  

The majority of ACLS drop locks or no lock-ons are actually 

caused by a weak beacon on the airplane and not the ship.  

The grooming process can find and fix beacon problems and 

train your ATôs to do the same. 

 The first day the ship pulls out of port is usually la-

beled Day Zero on the Air Plan.  No aircraft are allowed to 

touch the deck on this day,  so we use this day to fly level 

legs and low approaches.  Basically we fly a CASE III bolter 

wave-off pattern over and over to a low approach.  This lets 

us align the SPN-46 Radar (ACLS) and the SPN-41 (ICLS).  

 On Day One we are typically the first aircraft to trap.  

The instruction allows VX-23 aircraft to operate before the 

required taxi familiarizations and flight-deck drills.  After our 

pilots CQ we fly the ñPALSò pattern.  After launch or a touch 

and go we make a MIL powered turn to downwind at or be-

low 400 ft.  This keeps us under the CASE I pattern.  We pro-

ceed downwind and once clear of the CASE I pattern, then 

elevate to 1200 ft.  We hook between 4 and 10 NM, deceler-

ate and intercept a normal CASE III final approach.  We fly a 

coupled approach checking both Channel A and Channel B of 

the ACLS.  For the communications plan, Button 1 is in the 

front radio and Button 15 is in the back.  If you were to listen 

to button 15 you would hear us making continuous calls de-

scribing the aircraftôs distance from the ship, altitude, the po-

sition of the bulls-eye and needles, and the position of the 

ball.  We also use a pilot quality rating to describe on a scale 

of 1 to 5 how the airplane is responding to the things like tip-

over at 3 miles, the burble, and touchdown.  The shipôs goal 

on Day One is to get at least 50 traps and complete all the 

drills.  Our goal on Day One is to certify the ship to Mode II 

capability.  This is essential so that on Day Two the air wing 

can do simulated CASE III ops during the day to certify 

CATCC for night ops. 

 On Day Two the ship has to get 70 day traps and 40 

night traps.  It also has to complete 2 daytime simulated case 

III recoveries with ten aircraft.  Day Two is easily the most 

important and busy day during FDC. Our focus is on Mode I 

hook touchdown position.  We have cameras mounted on the 

bridge that record and calculate touch down position.  Every 

ship is a little different but we want the average Mode I touch 

down to be within a certain standard deviation of the 3 wire.  

When the statistics workout the ship gets its Mode I certifica-

tion.   

 The PALS certification lasts for two years and should 

get the ship through workups and at least one deployment.  A 

Mode III, Mode II, or Mode IA approach is to get you to a 

good start.  The goal of a Mode I is not to fly a perfect crest-

ing ball all the way to touchdown but it should be a consistent 

and safe pass.  If at anytime these are not the case please con-

tact myself or anyone at VX-23.  It is not uncommon for 

problems to develop over those two years and we can come 

out and correct. 

LCDR Ken ñStubbyò Sterbenz 

VX-23 Ship Suitability Department 

Head 

301/DSN.342.4609 

kenneth.sterbenz@navy.mil 

 

VX-23 

Salty Dogs  

CVN PALS Certification and Me 
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Change to CV NATOPS  

CV NATOPS PRIORITY CHANGE (AIRS 2010-101) WILL TAKE EFFECT NLT 15 JUN  

 

Applicable squadrons should begin to brief their Ready Rooms as quickly as possible.  The fol-

lowing represents exactly how the change will appear in CV NATOPS on page 6-21.  Nothing has 

been removed and all added information is presented in red text. 

 

6.4.13.1 Compulsory Arrival, Marshal, and Approach Voice Reports 

**NOTE** All previous data in para 6.4.13.1 is unchanged by this AIRS. 

c. EAT or Charlie time 

d. Altimeter setting 

3. Entering holding/marshal with altitude, fuel state, and hung/unexpended ordnance (if any) 

4. Altitude changes 

5. Commencing approach, with fuel state, altimeter setting 

6. Frequency changes 

7. Platform (jet/turboprop aircraft) 

8. Ten miles (jet/turboprop aircraft) 

9. ñCoupled/needlesò as appropriate and ñcommand controlò if Mode I/IA approach 

10. Three miles (helicopters) 

11. Breaking away (section approaches only) 

12. Ball call report ð (side number, aircraft type, ball or Clara/Clara lineup, fuel state, hung/

unexpended ordnance, coupled/uncoupling (if applicable), automatic/manual). Whenever 

feasible, the pilot shall initiate the ball call report. 
 

13. Waving off 

14. Abeam, with fuel state after bolter/waveoff. 

 

NOTE: 
 

Landing Signal Officers derive important information 

from the pilot's voice inflection and tone during the ball 

call. Additionally, the pilot has the most situational 

awareness concerning the type of pass, aircraft mode, 

and ability to see the applicable visual landing aids. For 

these reasons, the pilot at the controls of the aircraft 

shall initiate the ball call report to the Landing Signal 

Officers. 

 

6.4.13.2 Phraseology 
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(continued from page 1) 

 

 

OAG SCHEDULE 

Thursday, 01 July 

 

 - LSO / CV NATOPS Changes:  Although the next funded NATOPS conference is not 

  until next year, we will discuss many proposals that the LSO community has generated.  

  Specifically, we are proposing a significant re-write of the LSO NATOPS manual to 

  include the addition of: 

 

   1. Specifically delineated Field Requirements for FCLPs 

   2. LSODS 

   3. ARC 

   4. Updated LSO Training Requirements 

   5. LSO PQS (Embarked and Ashore) 

 

  And, most importantly: 

 

   6. Complete update of Figure 6.1 of LSO NATOPS (See Below)  

 

 - LSO Pocket Check List 

 

 - Fleet Discussions:  Rhino Half Flaps, TACNOTE Standardization, and any others 

 

 - LSO Community Top Ten 

 

The LSO School staff is looking forward to seeing everyone down in Key West. 

Currency Matrix Re -Write  

 The currency matrix in LSO NATOPS (Figure 6-1) is probably the most-referenced item in that entire 

manual.  Unfortunately, the way that requirements are worded - as well as the general layout of the chart itself 

- often become a huge source of confusion for even experienced Landing Signal Officers.  During carrier 

qualifications prior to an Air Wingôs recent deployment, the particular CAG Paddles, the AIRLANT LSO, and 

the LSO School OIC each had slightly different interpretations of what actual requirements would be.  The dif-

ferences in interpretation were caused by the level of ambiguity contained in the way requirements are worded. 

 

 At this yearôs OAG, all Paddles should come prepared to participate in a dramatic overhaul of the Re-

quirements for Currency matrix.  Simplicity and ease of interpretation (by removing all the ambiguities) is the 

primary objective.  Following the OAG, the LSO School NATOPS officer will write the proposed change for 

Figure 6-1, which will then be forwarded out to the community for review and final inputs.  Once we have a 

100 percent solution, a priority change will be submitted and we can expect the ónew and improvedô matrix to 

be included in LSO NATOPS within 30 days. 
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