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2011 LSO SCHOOL CLASS DATES 
 

  As many have already seen from the official message released earlier this month, LSO School class dates 

have been finalized for next year.  We have done our best to avoid many possible scheduling conflicts to include 

Tailhook 2011, the Oceana Air Show, and next yearôs LSO Operational Advisory Group Conference.  Addition-

ally, we have increased the number of scheduled F/TFGT classes due to the increased demand shown over the 

last year.   

u THIS MONTH FROM THE 
SALTY DOGSé.. 
THE F-35C CARRIER-VARIENT 
MAKES ITS INAUGURAL  FLIGHTé. 

Initial Formal Ground Training  
 

 DATES:    CLASS: 
 

 03 - 14 January   03-11 

 07 - 18 February   04-11 

 04 - 15 April    05-11 

 16 - 27 May    06-11 

 06 - 17 June    07-11 

 08 - 19 August    08-11 

 19 - 30 September   09-11 

 17 - 28 October   01-12 

 05-16 December   02-12 

FRS / TRACOM Formal Ground Training  
   

DATES:    CLASS: 
 

25 -27 January    02-11 

01 - 03 March    03-11 

03 - 05 May    04-11 

28 - 30 June    05-11 

30 August - 01 September  06-11 

08 - 10 November   07-11 

 

 As many squadron LSOs have seen over the past year, the Initial Formal Ground Training Course has moved 

from being an introductory course to focusing primarily on developing the skills necessary to becoming a successful 

senior squadron LSO.  That being said, we highly encourage that all IFGT students have at least one complete line 

period of waving experience prior to attending the course.     

  

 For Advanced Formal Ground Training (CAG Paddles selectees), Air Boss Formal Ground Training (Air 

Boss / Mini-Boss Selectees), and the Expeditionary Field Formal Ground Training, please contact the LSO School 

directly to set up dates. 

 

 If operational necessity precludes attendance in any already-scheduled class, please contact the LSO School 

as soon as possible and we will attempt to accommodate.  We are here to serve the fleet!! 
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Rhino Afterburner in the Wires:  

Attention paddles and rhino pilots, please reference below for some clarification on the Reduced Au-

thority Thrust System and how it interacts with the Arresting Gear:   

 

WARNING  
 

To reduce aircraft and arresting gear loads and required recovery wind-over-deck 

(WOD), selection of MAX power at touchdown shall not be performed except in an 

emergency.  

 
Source: (F/A-18E/F NATOPS p. III-8-21) 

 

 The Rhino single weight setting and the associated WOD requirements are established under 

the assumption that the approaching aircraft is at max trap (or lighter), on-speed, and that the Reduced 

Authority Thrust System (RATS) is functioning as advertised.  The RATS reduces the WOD required 

by rapidly reducing thrust at the beginning of a successful arrestment, thereby reducing the energy ab-

sorbed by the arresting gear.  RATS logic, only residing in Mission Computer 1 (MC1), declares a 

successful arrestment if all three landing gear are down and locked, the arresting hook is down, and 

longitudinal deceleration is more than 1.0 g (a typical arrestment is approximately 3g).  With a suc-

cessful arrestment, RATS will reduce thrust to approximately 70% of MIL power.  RATS operation 

can be overridden (and thereby commanding MAX AB) by advancing the throttles to full afterburner 

(throttle within 2 degrees of the MAX stop). 

  

 Rhinos at AB in the wires is prohibited by NATOPS because it increases arresting gear loads, 

aggravates arresting gear engine maintenance, reduces component service life, and risks an overload/

failure of the cross-deck pendants.  MOST IMPORTANTLY, the weight settings and WOD require-

ments for a RATS OFF Rhino only account for military power (30% greater than RATS ON), NOT 

FULL AB!  Recent history has shown that a Rhino at AB in the wires can 2-block the arresting gear 

engine, requiring days ï maybe weeks or months ï of maintenance to repair.  As paddles, we need to 

ensure that our pilots are following the procedures that are in place to help keep us safe.  Rhinos at AB 

in the wires simply cannot be tolerated.    Questionsé?  Please feel free to continue this discussion on 

our SharePoint site - https://www.portal.navy.mil/comnavairfor/LSO/default.aspx . 

https://www.portal.navy.mil/comnavairfor/LSO/default.aspx
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 The first F-35C Lighting II carrier variant flew on June 6, 2010 at the Lockheed Martin plant in Dallas- 

Fort Worth.  CF-1 (the first F-35C) is continuing testing at Dallas-Ft Worth this summer before being ferried 

to PAX River for further testing this fall.  The first sea trials are scheduled to occur in the Fall of 2012 with 

more trials continuing in the spring and summer of 2013.  The projected fleet IOC is 2016. 

 

The F-35C is 51.5 ft long and has a wingspan of 43 ft and 668 ft2 of wing area (7 ft longer wingspan and 208 

ft2 more wing area than the Air force or Marine versions.)  It also carries 19,800 lbs of internal fuel - 1000 

pounds more gas then the Air Force version.  It is powered by a Pratt and Whitney F135 engine that produces 

28k lbs and 43k lb of thrust in MIL and AB respectively.  The max trap weight will be around 46k lbs, with an 

empty weight of about 35k lbs.  It will fly an on-speed AOA of 12.3° at 135-140 KCAS.  Due to the fact that 

flap scheduling is completely automatic, the cockpit was designed without a flaps switch.  Additionally, the 

tail hook retracts into the fuselage and is covered by hook doors that have an as-yet-to-be-determined airspeed 

limitation, so you will have to put your hook down after the $%^&hot break at the stern. 

 

This is the first truly new platform to fly behind the boat in over 30 years!  I think it will be an exciting time 

for LSOs around the fleet learning how to get the F-35C aboard safely.  If you have any questions or would 

like to see a specific article about something please write to me at:  daniel.radocaj@navy.mil 
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