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2010 LSO OAG Conference 

Bravo Zulu to VAW -126é 
The Safety Department at the VAW-126 just recently joined the fray of squadrons 

that have submitted HAZREPS related to the lack of Mk 14 field-based IFLOLS 

units.  Remember, this limitation poses a direct threat to Naval Aviation safety.  

Extra looks at the IFLOLS, whether during FCLPs or normal shore-based opera-

tions, significantly contribute to safe and proficient shipboard operations.   

 

Questions concerning submitting a HAZREP?  Please contact the LSO School 

NATOPS & Safety Officer at (757) 433-2527.  

 Beginning the 29th of June, the LSO School will host the Landing Signal Officer Operational Advisory 

Group Conference in Key West, Florida.  As of now, we are aiming to conduct the conference at the Flying Conch 

Lounge at the Fly Navy Inn.  Due to the possibility of renovations at the Fly Navy (Planned, but not yet con-

firmed) the site of the conference may change to an alternate location in Key West.  Stand by for confirmation in 

the April edition of Paddles Monthly.  This conference represents our communityôs primary opportunity to collec-

tively address pertinent issues facing carrier aviation.  The scope of the 2010 conference will significantly surpass 

that of previous years and all Paddles are highly encouraged to attend.  Additionally, the LSO School highly en-

courages attendees to submit additional ideas for topics of discussion prior to the conference.   

 

 The Conference Agenda will focus on the following: 

  

 Landing Signal Officer NATOPS has not been subjected to a thorough review and update for over ten 

years.  Consequently, the current state of the publication does not accurately reflect the equipment fleet paddles 

use on a daily basis.  Specifically, LSO NATOPS contains no reference to LSODS or SATCC, in addition to other 

shortcomings.  (continued on page 4) 
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 As ABEôs, the care and upkeep of our equipment is as near and dear to us as maintaining our per-

sonal vehicles.  With this in mind we focus our attention on the damage that can be done to the arresting 

gear engine due to off-center arrestments. Off center arrestments are defined as landings where the aircraftôs 

arresting hook engages the CDP 15 to 20 feet left or right of center line. This results in a mechanical mal-

function of the arresting gear, causing the CROV (Constant Run Out Valve) to shift out of calibration 

within the cam and lever system. The CROV is the heart of the Arresting Gear engine which brings the air-

craft to a controlled stop by restricting the flow of hydraulic fluid.  The further off center the arrestment, the 

more detrimental the damage to the arresting gear engine.  An engagement more than 20 ft. off center will 

critically down the arresting gear engine and its components, requiring unnecessary maintenance work. 

Greetings from the Salty Dog Paddles of VX-23!  January 

and February have been busy coordinating, preparing and 

executing simultaneous PALS certifications, one on each 

coast.  On the East coast, the USS Bush received her PALS 

cert in addition to being cleared to conduct Mode I ap-

proaches with a helicopter turning at Spot 7.  While itôs 

strange or even disconcerting to see spinning rotor blades off 

to the right as you recover aboard, it does give the ship 

greater flexibility in managing fixed and rotary wing opera-

tions in all conditions.  The Spot 7 testing on the USS Bush 

should also give the USS Reagan that same clearance.  Spe-

cial thanks to the Valions of VFA-15 for loaning their aircraft 

so that we could complete all testing quickly and get the air-

craft safely back to the hangars before the massive snow 

storm shut down the East coast for awhile.  On the West 

coast, a PALS certification was conducted on the USS Lin-

coln as well as testing of the newly installed SPN-46 Block II 

upgrade.  The Block II is the second of three planned up-

grades to the ACLS system.  Block I replaced some of the 

motors and actuators that control the radars and equipment, 

whereas Block II basically converted the computer code that 

ran the SPN-46 into a modern programming language that 

will make it easier to maintain and update the SPN-46 sys-

tem.  The USS Reagan will be the next ship to receive the 

SPN-46 Block II upgrade as well as some replacement opera-

tor consoles.  Special thanks to VFA-2, VFA-137 and VFA-

151 for loaning their aircraft and for their support in complet-

ing the required testing. 

The plan for the next few months for the Ship Suitability de-

partment includes Shake, Rattle and Roll testing of several 

projects:  F-18 A++, T-45 DDS, F-18 FACCE Pod, F-18E/F/

G NAVWAR, and F-18F/G USSR.  T-45 Digital Data Set 

(DDS) is an upgrade from analog to digital of the data and 

waypoint management system and interface as well as an up-

grade to the video systems.  The Fighter Aircraft Command 

& Control Enhancement (FACCE) Pod will allow aircrew to 

talk to any landline or cell phone from the cockpit through the 

radio and a satellite transmitter in the wingtip mounted pod.  

The Navigation Warfare (NAVWAR) system is a GPS anti-

jam antenna system designed to provide enhanced anti-jam 

performance for the GPS, and the USSR is an Upgraded Solid 

State Recorder for two seat rhinos (E/G).   

 

Lastly, Ship Suitability is involved in planning and preparing 

for the testing of the N-UCAS demonstrator.  Some of the 

equipment that will be used for the shipboard UCAS flights 

was tested recently onboard the USS Lincoln.  The plan will 

be to work up to flying an F-18 surrogate using N-UCAS 

guidance and control commands to a hands off landing on the 

ship, followed by demonstrating shipboard operations with 

the N-UCAS itself.  We have a long way to go, but this real-

ity is getting closer.  N-UCAS completed low speed taxi drills 

and is preparing first flight this summer.  Stand by for the 

future!!  Thatôs the latest from Pax.  As always, send any 

questions, comments, concerns or problems our way and 

weôll look into it.  We are here for you.  Fly Safe! 

LCDR Ken ñStubbyò Sterbenz 

VX-23 Ship Suitability Department 

Head 

301/DSN.342.4609 

kenneth.sterbenz@navy.mil 

 

VX-23 

Salty Dogs  

ABôS Corner  



3 

3 

 

The LSO Reference Manual is now available on the LSO School Website!  More than 200 pages in length, the 

LSORM encompasses everything from Shipboard Organization to Pilot Training.  The Reference Manual is in-

tended to be the new ñgo toò document for LSOs when looking for information not covered in NATOPS. 

 

For access, select the LSORM tab at the top of the LSO School Home Page.  The resulting page will have an 

ñLSORM Table of Contentsò Microsoft Word document, as well as four folders containing the four parts of the 

Reference Manual: Operations, Administration, Equipment, and Training. 

 

The LSORM is organized in the following manner: 

LSO Reference Manual  

PART I Operations 

Chapter 1 Platform Roles 

Chapter 2 Shipboard Organization 

Chapter 3 Recovery Procedures 

Chapter 4 Waving Concepts 

PART II Administration 

Chapter 5 Publications 

Chapter 6 Aircraft Recovery Bulletins 

Chapter 7 Billets and Responsibilities 

Chapter 8 Points of Contact 

PART III Equipment 

Chapter 9 Shipboard Equipment 

Chapter 10 Shore-Based Equipment 

Chapter 11 Aircraft 

Chapter 12 Airfields 

Chapter 13 Aircraft Carriers 

PART IV Training 

Chapter 14 LSO Training 

Chapter 15 Pilot Training 

Chapter 16  Trend Analysis 

Feel free to download any or all of the chapters.  Keep in mind, however, once downloaded a section is only as up 

to date as the date in which it was downloaded.  Therefore, whenever a new chapter or version is uploaded, the 

LSO School will post the changes on the website as well as in Paddles Monthly as a reminder to download the 

most recent edition.  

 

The LSO School has put a great deal of time into its development and needs fleet feedback on how to improve the 

product.  If suggestions or corrections are noted, please email anyone on the LSO School Staff.  Your input is not 

only greatly appreciated, but essential in ensuring the maintenance of the highest quality manual possible. 


